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From: mattk.barnes@gmail.com
Sent: Sunday, June 04, 2006 5:48 PM
To: NOP Livestock
Subject: Comment on Organic Pasture Standard

Attachments: ATTACHMENT.TXT

Dear Mr. Bradley and everyone at the NOP:
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the organic pasture standard for ruminant animals, as 
published in the Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (Docket Number TM-05-14).

As a rangeland specialist working with beef cattle producers, and based on my graduate studies of 
ruminant nutrition and grazing behavior, I believe that a pasture based system is essential for healthy 
animals and nutritious animal products.  This must be reflected in the organic standard if the organic 
label is to have any meaning on meat or dairy products.  As a consumer, I expect the organic label to 
mean that milk and meat are not only free of antibiotics and growth hormones and other inorganic 
chemicals, but even more importantly that the products come from animals raised on pasture or 
rangeland, not animals who have spent their lives in large confined animal feeding operations. 

Thus I support the recommendations of the National Organic Standards Board.  Specifically, I ask for 
the following language in the rule.

* * *
§ 205.237 Livestock feed.

 (b) The producer of an organic operation must not:

 (7) Prevent dairy animals from grazing pasture during lactation, except as allowed under §205.239(b). 

(c) Ruminant livestock must graze pasture for the
growing season but not less than 120 days per
year.  The grazed pasture must provide a
significant portion of the total feed
requirements but not less than 30% of the dry 
matter intake on an average daily basis during the growing season.

§ 205.239 Livestock living conditions.

(a) The producer of an organic livestock
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operation must establish and maintain livestock
living conditions which accommodate the health
and natural behavior of animals, including:

 (1) Access to the outdoors, shade, shelter,
exercise areas, fresh air, and direct sunlight
suitable to the species, its stage of production 
life, the climate, and the environment;

 (2) Access to pasture for ruminants, as required in 205.237(c).

 (b) The producer of an organic livestock
operation may provide temporary confinement for an animal because of: 
 (2) The animal's stage of production life; for ruminants this includes only:
(i) birthing;
(ii) dairy animals up to 6 months of age; or
(iii) beef animals during a final finishing stage not to exceed 90 days. 
* * *

Sincerely,

Matthew K. Barnes
Rangeland Management Specialist
Kremmling, Colorado 80459-0552
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